Teicoplanin versus cefamandole in the prevention of infection in total hip replacement.
In a prospective, controlled, single-blind study the efficacy of teicoplanin versus cefamandole in preventing infections in total hip replacement was investigated in 496 consecutive patients. A single intravenous dose of teicoplanin (400 mg) was as effective as two intravenous doses of cefamandole (2 g before and 1 g after surgery). No major complications were observed in either group. Infective wound complications were observed only in the cefamandole group. These infections, although not dangerous for the patients, required supplementary antibiotic treatment in all cases. Teicoplanin is a reasonable choice as a prophylactic agent in orthopaedic surgery when a high risk of infection due to staphylococci is present.